DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

than once acknowledged, replying sharply to any re-
marks disparaging to England, but her justifications
of England, so far from allaying the German rancour
against her native country, merely increased the ill-
will against the Engalnderin who so vigorously cham-
pioned it.   Nor was she yet even beginning to under-
stand that Germany resented any woman, especially
a woman in her position,  expressing her political
views.   The Crown Prince-shared them, and he had
the same love for England and English principles of
Government as she, but he was discreet and got on
reasonably well with Bismarck, whereas she continu-
ally irritated him.   Without ceasing to regard her as
negligible, he grew thoroughly to dislike her, and lost
no casual opportunity of aiding her in rendering her
position difficult.   Unfortunately, as she recognized
herself, Bismarck was omnipotent, and she wrote to
the Queen : " I wonder why he does not say straight
out, c As long as I live both the constitution and the
Grown are suspended,3 because that is the exact state
of the matter."

The political complications set up by the revolt of
the Balkan provinces, Bosnia, Herzegovina and Servia,
from Turkey, and Turkey's declaration of war on
them, gave the Grown Princess ample opportunity
for advising the Queen on the part that England ought
to play. It must be confessed that these extempore
exhortations, so vividly expressed, are very bewilder-
ing to follow. Brilliant ideas came into her head,
and she dashed them off to her mother, confident that
each in turn contained the solution to the situation
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